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Executive Committee of Churches” Commission for Migrants in Europe SCCME)

Participants of the Budapest Ecumenical Consultation on economic, social and environmental consequences
of Globalisation

Twelve years after the major changes in Europe, there is amongst the positive developments, growing cause
for anxiety. This hearing will highlight the specific areas where the churches should engage themselves for
the future common good of the whole of Europe in the global context. Together we will look at the specific
concrete problems facing people in ther local situations — urban and rural and at the possible ways to
engage with these issues and problems. The hearing will also address the questions of building up civil
society in an effort strengthen democracy and build sustainable community. In spite of the fact that some of
the countries in the region will join the European Union, many problems remain unsolved and new
divisions are emerging. These issues are major challenges for churches and ecumenical groups in Central
and eastern Europe.



In the first decade after the change, the western European churches supported the call for immediate help
in the process of restoration and reconstruction. This hearing will call the ‘western’ churches to face their
responsibility for the whole of Europe in new ways in the second decade of transition. The responses
needed now are in many cases different because we face the long term task of social and economic
development and the building of civil society.

The hearing will bring together grass root experts and researchers who will present the challenges and
demonstrate creative possible ways forward for the churches in the wider Europe. This will be posed not
just in terms of request for support, but also in terms of a challenge to the values, priorities and theologies
of the churches. The experiences of the theological project developed as part of the process by partners in
four countries, east and west (theology-factory.net) will highlight the theological and social ethical
perspectives and insights.

The key issues are:

rising unemployment, low pay and poverty and deterioration of work life conditions

rising feelings of insecurity, a lack of trust in the democratic process and continuing corruption

negative impacts of transition on health, education and welfare (including lack of basic social rights in
some cases

migration and displacement of people

significant double negative impact of transition on women

And the following priority actions will be highlighted:

working collaboratively to build sustainable communities in the region (meaning economically, socially
and culturally sustainable)

addressing the rise of low pay, unemployment and inequality as well as of precarious working
conditions (e.g. non-legal work, work for payment in kind, work for no pay)

the continuing need to build up civil society in the region and the provision of opportunities for
networking, training and common action.

addressing the erosion of social and economic rights, including the right to basic means for survival and
the changing structure of the welfare systems to include more payments for services

acting to stop the growth of local indebtedness (personal and collective) in rural areas as services are
privatised and agricultural unemployment grows

supporting local and structural alternative strategies to address the problem of the future of agriculture
and rural communities



- addressing the challenges to the meeting of basic human needs in a market driven system with great
inequalities (e.g. energy and water supplies) and also continuing environmental threats.
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