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28 June 2003

THE CHURCHES WORK FOR A JUST PEACE SETTLEMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST  (HEARING 11)

“School children cannot go to school on their own in some parts of Israel/Palestine. They will be stopped at checkpoints, shot at with tear gas, have their bags searched and some children will even be subjected to harassment. That is, unfortunately, how the everyday life for many children and young people in today’s Israel/Palestine can be described”, said Joanna Lilja. 

Ms. Lilja has recently returned from Israel/Palestine, having worked as an accompanier for three months as part of the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI). Joanna is 26 years old and comes from Sweden. She holds a degree in political science with a major in Middle East Studies. During her stay in Israel/Palestine, Joanna was placed in Gaza – one of the most weapon intense areas in the whole world. 

She indicated that "thanks to EAPPI, people from various parts of the world are currently in Israel and Palestine in order to support those who work for a just peace settlement”. At the present time nine countries are sending participant, among them Norway, Denmark, USA, Switzerland, Canada and Sweden.

The World Council of Churches began this programme a year ago. The initiative was taken following a direct appeal from church leaders in Jerusalem.

“Peace does seem very far away indeed, but we must not give up”, Joanna says. “We can help just by being there and showing our solidarity, and by lobbying; telling others what we hear and see. It is important to give people hope!” 


The programme aims, through international presence, to lessen the violence, to give hope for a peaceful solution, to further respect for international law and to raise awareness around the world about what is happening. 

In Sweden ten churches and church-related organisations have united under the management of the Christian Council of Sweden to run an accompaniment project, called  SEAPPI (The Swedish Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel). 

The task of the accompaniers are: 

- through non-violent presence, to provide protection and increased room for action to Christian and Muslim Palestinians and Israelis in the peace process, and to organisations that work to uphold human rights and to carry out humanitarian work 



- to show solidarity with a vulnerable civilian population in Israel and Palestine 

- to support Israelis and Palestinians who, with non-violent methods, work towards an end to the occupation as a way towards peace and reconciliation  


- to observe and to inform about crimes against human rights and humanitarian law, regardless of where and by whom such offences are committed  

- to work with political lobbying in order that the peace process may again be resumed.  


For more information:

www.cecassembly.no
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