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25 June 2003

PROGRAMME FOR THURSDAY, 26 JUNE:  OPENING WORSHIP, KEY-NOTE ADDRESS AND EARLY ACTIONS OF THE 12TH ASSEMBLY OF THE CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES

King Harald of Norway and Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik are expected to be honoured guests on Thursday morning, 26 June, as the Conference of European Churches (CEC) convenes its 12th Assembly. Events in the historic city of Trondheim, venue of this assembly, will invoke personal memories for each leader.  The opening service of worship takes place in the Nidaros Cathedral, where the king was formally consecrated twelve years ago this week. It is a cathedral of the Church of Norway, the Lutheran state church which the prime minister has served as an ordained priest since 1979. Later in the morning, after assembly participants have processed across the Nidelva River to the Trondheim Spektrum conference hall, the king and prime minister may reflect on occasions over the decades when they have encountered CEC keynote speaker Kenneth Kaunda, their counterpart on the international scene as the first president of Zambia from its independence in 1964 to late 1991.

The theme of the CEC Assembly, ”Jesus Christ Heals and Reconciles: Our Witness in Europe”, provides the foundation for Kaunda’s keynote speech as well as for the sermon at opening worship that is to be delivered by His All Holiness Bartholomew, the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. 

Bartholomew has been recognised as a leading Orthodox churchman since his 1972 appointment by Patriarch Dimitrios to the position of director of the Patriarchal Office. In 1991, Bartholomew was elevated to his communion’s highest office as Dimitrios’s successor. From his enthronement as Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, he has grappled with such challenges as the place of Orthodoxy in newly post-communist nations, recognition of the Christian heritage of Europe in documents of the European Union, the search for peace in the western Balkans, dialogue with other Christian communions and other world religions, and raising consciousness in the churches to environmental concerns. 

Keynote speaker Kenneth Kaunda, early in his tenure as president of the Republic of Zambia, addressed the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, meeting at Uppsala, Sweden in 1968. The title of that address was ”Rich and Poor Nations”. Thirty-five years later, at the largest ecumenical assembly held in Scandinavia since the Uppsala Assembly, Kaunda revisits the state of global wealth and poverty to ask how the world has changed since 1968 – for better and worse. What 

is the potential for further healing, reconciliation and witness to Jesus Christ, he will ask, and how must the churches of Europe respond to the gospel if there is to be hope for both North and South?

Thursday afternoon and evening, delegates from the 126 churches of CEC will be oriented to the working sections of this week-long assembly. Keeping in mind the theme, Jesus Christ Heals and Reconciles: Our Witness in Europe, ten initial thematic hearings will convene on Thursday to address the following topics:

1. Reconciliation: Perspectives from Northern Ireland

2. Migration in Europe

3. The Churches and HIV/AIDS: Challenges and Responses

4. Churches as Healing Communities

5. Facing Common Challenges in a Changing Europe – a Christian Perspective in the Baltic and Barents Regions

6. A New European Slave Market? Trafficking in Women in Europe – Challenges to the Churches

7. How Are the Churches Facing Bioethics in the 21st Century?

8. Minority and Majority Churches in Europe – Conflict and Reconciliation

9. ”Quality of Life for All”: Diaconia – Struggling for a Social Europe

10. Called to Communicate: The Churches’ Witness in the Information Society

CEC’s 12th Assembly was called to order for prayer, orientation of delegates and opening actions on Wednesday, 25 June. It will continue to meet in Trondheim through Wednesday, 2 July.

For additional information:

Press Centre of the 12th CEC Assembly

http://www.cecassembly.no
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