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THE 12TH CEC ASSEMBLY TO START ON 25 JUNE IN TRONDHEIM, NORWAY

850 years ago, in 1153, Nidaros, the ancient name of Trondheim, Norway’s third largest city, was established as an Archbishop’s see becoming the main Christian centre in the Nordic area. For one week, starting from tomorrow, Trondheim will be the ”ecumenical capital” of Europe, as the venue of the 12th Assembly of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) with the theme ”Jesus Christ heals and reconciles – Our witness in Europe”.

CEC is Europe’s regional ecumenical body, founded in 1959 and comprised of 125 Churches (Orthodox, Protestant, Anglican and Old-Catholic) and 40 associated organisations.

There will be over 800 participants at the Assembly: 300 are delegates from the member churches, 130 delegated representatives from the associated organisations, plus observers, staff and media. The Assembly will be the largest ecumenical event in the Nordic countries since the Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Uppsala, Sweden, in 1968.

The Assembly will officially open tomorrow at 5 p.m. in the Trondheim Spektrum Congress Centre. On Thursday morning the Assembly participants will gather in the historical Cathedral of Nidaros (construction began in 1070 and ended around 1300) for the opening service, in the presence of His Majesty King Harald V of Norway, and Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik. 

The preacher will be His All Holiness Bartholomew, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople.

After the service, participants will return to the Spektrum Congress Centre for the keynote speech on the Assembly theme, which will be delivered by His Excellency Kenneth Kaunda, former (and founding) President of Zambia.

For additional information: 

Press Centre of the 12th CEC Assembly

Phone +47 73 56 86 22

Mobile phone (Luca Negro) +47 97 68 03 69

http://www.cecassembly.no
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